
Main idea: God’s people were called to be a Kingdom of Priests 
to the world 
Main application:  
Big question: How are people experiencing God at our church? 
 
 
Intro 
 
I love this church 
 
This is a great group of people 
 
And I think people who come here are welcomed well. 
 
Whether you are young or old or in between 
 
Race, religion, Christians not christian 
 
I think you feel a sense of community here. 
 
But as I have meditated on this passage this week 
 
I was challenged that we need to pursue something more than 
being a welcoming church 
 
I think the challenge from scripture today 
 
Is for this church to be a place people encounter God 
 
Context 
 
If your new with us this morning 
 
We are coming to our 2nd last look at the book of Nehemiah 
 



Nehemiah comes right at the end of the Old Testament story 
 
About God’s people returning to the Promised city Jerusalem to 
rebuild the wall – Broken wall 
 
In chapter 1 we meet Nehemiah an important official of the 
King 
 
He hears the walls of Jerusalem are broken down  
 
So after praying to God he initiates a successful mission to go 
back to Jerusalem to rebuild it’s wall 
 
All done in the face of intense opposition - fighting 
 
So by chapter 7 the wall is built – complete wall 
 
The book should end but it keeps going because God’s 
plan was not just to rebuild a city 
 
God is spiritually rebuilding his people 
 
In chapter 8 we read about an all-day bible teaching session - 
Bible 
 
That leads to a celebration called the feast of Booths 
 
Followed by another day of teaching and prayer 
 
In which they confess their sin and commit themselves back to 
God 
 
They commit to living as God’s people according to his 
instructions 
 



They commit to caring for the temple of God 
 
But we know from chapter 7 Jerusalem is a ghost town 
 
Neh 7:4 
4 The city was wide and large, but the people within it were few, 
and no houses had been rebuilt. 
 
Chapter 11 is about the repopulation of the city 
 
But it is not just putting people there to defend it 
 
Or to keep the city functioning 
 
Or out of some need to seem more important as a nation with a 
proper working capital city 
 
God is recreating Jerusalem to be the Kingdom of priests 
he called them to be 
 
The spiritual rebuilding of his people is not just about them. 
 
God is rebuilding his people in his city to be 
 
A light to the nations 
 
That people might come to Jerusalem and his people and 
encounter the living God. 
 
So let’s take a look together 
 
Main 
 
1. The New Jersualem 
 



Verse 1 
Now the leaders of the people lived in Jerusalem. And the rest 
of the people cast lots to bring one out of ten to live in 
Jerusalem the holy city, while nine out of ten remained in the 
other towns. 2 And the people blessed all the men who willingly 
offered to live in Jerusalem. 
 
This was not just a new land development in Sydney outskirts 
 
This was chance to rebuild the place where God’s temple 
dwelled 
 
The place the nations would come to encounter God 
 
But despite the incredible privilege it seemed only a few people 
saw it as a privilege 
 
And to a degree you understand why 
 
Living in Jerusalem would have bene threatening as you 
become the focus of enemy armies 
 
You would have to leave your tribe and your livelihood 
 
It was a hard call 
 
But the leaders lead by choosing to go first 
 
In addition some others chose to go and were blessed or 
thanked by the people  
 
But the rest was chosen by chance like conscription to war 
 
1 out of every 10 from the tribes 
 



These people were to form the New Jerusalem 
 
Then from verses 3 till 14 
 
Nehemiah provides the names of the leaders who went up to 
Jerusalem 
 
In particular, he speaks of the leaders from 3 tribes 
 
The tribe of Judah, Benjamin and Levi 
 
These were the original tribes who lived in Jerusalem before the 
exile 
 
The only thing we know about these men is that they are 
described as  
 
Verse 6 - valiant men 
 
Verse 14 – Mighty men of valour 
 
The word used there speaks broadly about outstanding men of 
courage and ability 
 
Nehemiah is seeking to show that the best of the people of God 
were going to up Jerusalem 
 
That the care of this city was the most important function of 
God’s people 
 
Yet what is also interesting is the large group of the people 
going up are not just farmers or stone masons but priests 
 
Here we see the focus of the city rebuilding is not to repopulate 
or make it commercially great 



 
But the focus of the rebuild is to make it a light to the nations  
 
Verse 15 to verse 28 
 
Nehemiah gives you the names of the people responsible for 
different temple functions 
 
Verse 16 Those over the outside work of the house of God; 
 
Collecting the Tithe, supplies, building maintenance 
 
Verse 17  
and Mattaniah the son of Mica, son of Zabdi, son of Asaph, who 
was the leader of the praise,[c] who gave thanks,  
 
Responsible for leading singing and prayers 
 
Verse 19 
19 The gatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon and their brothers, who kept 
watch at the gates, were 172.  
 
They were stand guard 24 x 7 over the temple for its treasures 
and sacredness 
 
But it seems one group in particular was of particular 
importance to the function of the temple 
 
The singers 
 
Verse 22 
22 The overseer of the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of 
Bani, son of Hashabiah, son of Mattaniah, son of Mica, of the 
sons of Asaph, the singers, over the work of the house of 
God. 23 For there was a command from the king concerning 



them, and a fixed provision for the singers, as every day 
required. 
 
In context there the work of the house of God was singing 
 
Or choirs of people singing most likely from the Psalms 
 
These singers were so important that they were provided with 
food to focus on their job 
 
Because it was the most regular part of the temple work 
 
1 Chronicles 9 
33 Now these, the singers, the heads of fathers' houses of the 
Levites, were in the chambers of the temple free from other 
service, for they were on duty day and night. 
 
Singing unlike other temple jobs went day and night 
 
Friends Nehemiah is not just making Jerusalem a great city of 
wealth or just increasing livability 
 
Nehemiah is rebuilding a city where people can meet and 
encounter God 
 
As someone entered the city of Jerusalem 
 
The temple 
 
The furnishings 
 
The sacrifices 
 
The day and night singing which declared the truths about God 
from his Word 



 
Is the means God could use to bring the nations into covenant 
relationship with him 
 
The New Jerusalem was the place people could come to meet 
God 
 
It is God’s purposes coming to fulfilment  
 
That his people would be a kingdom of priests from exodus 
19:6 
 
Representing and revealing God to the nations 
 
Which explains why in the next chapter 11:1-26 
 
You get a detailed genealogy of all the priests who came back 
to re-establish Jerusalem after the exile 
 
From Zerubbebel to Ezras time 
 
Nehemiah is showing that God’s agenda is not just commercial 
or political revival for his people 
 
It is spiritual 
 
The most important work, the names recorded because of their 
importance is the priesthood 
 
Those who would mediate between God and the people  
 
God and the world 
 
That Jerusalem might be a light to the nations 
 



A place for people to come and encounter God 
 
It sounds like God’s plan would be fulfilled in this new move  
 
But we get a hint in the end of chapter 11 that it is only 
temporary 
 
Verse 25 details how the people settled in the villages outside 
Jerusalem 
 
What is encouraging is that they take up residence in an 
extended area  
 
The same land they took up before the exile 
 
But with one difference 
 
Verse 30b 
So they encamped from Beersheba to the Valley of Hinnom.  
 
Instead of permanent residents they were camping out like 
refugees 
 
That is they were still under the rule of foreign nations 
 
Not fully experiencing God’s blessing of freedom in the land 
 
Although a new Jerusalem was being created God’s people 
have not fully come into the blessing of God 
 
And as we see next week in the final chapter of Nehemiah more 
than that  
 
The priesthood fails to honour their commitment to God 
 



So you are left at the end of the OT story 
 
Wanting a priesthood that might fulfil God’s purposes in the 
world 
 
That people might come and encounter God 
 
And the book of Hebrews says Jesus is that priest 
 
Heb 4:14 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. 
 
Jesus both represents God for the people  
 
Providing the sacrifice of his life to forgive our sins 
 
But at the same time represents God before the people 
 
Saying in John’s gospel “I am the light of the world” 
 
Jesus the King is our great high priest 
 
And because he is both King and priest 
 
Those who follow him become part of his Royal Priesthood 
 
1 Peter 2:9 the verse I looked at last week at refresh says 
 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 
 



Through trust in King Jesus our great high priest 
 
We become priest belonging to his kingdom 
 
God’s purpose for his people of a kingdom of priests from 
Exodus 19:6 is fulfilled in us 
 
We the church are to be the light to the nations 
 
People representing God before the world 
 
Like in Nehemiah’s time singing his praises  
 
As 1 Peter says declaring the excellencies of our great God 
 
That when people come to our church community they might 
encounter God. 
 
Friends we want St Matts to be a welcoming church 
 
A church people feel comfortable coming along and finding out 
more 
 
But more than anything we are called to be royal priests 
 
Declaring God’s character and purposes and wisdom  
 
Singing his praises 
 
That people might meet him 
 
So what does that practically mean? 
 
It means we are going to keep preaching from the Word of God 
 



Because we believe as the Word is preached, the HS opens 
eyes to enable people to have a greater vision of him 
 
It means we are going to keep having times of regular prayer in 
our gatherings for people to speak to God 
 
We are not just to make it about our relationship in the 
horizontal 
 
But church is a place you encounter God 
 
It means we are going to make sure we are always developing 
our music and singing 
 
We are so blessed to have Manuel lead us in that 
 
Not just because he is a good musician  
 
Or he can administer songs well 
 
But he knows music is not just filler between the sermon and 
the prayers 
 
He knows singing is one of God’s chief means that we 
experience God 
 
That we hear him, praise him, cry out to him, thank him 
 
It means what we do on a Sunday matters 
 
There is no place for us to treat church like it is just another 
meeting we have to go to 
 
The gathering of God’s people to is the place people can meet 
God 



 
Friends Nehemiah was attempting to develop a new 
Jerusalem 
 
The book of revelation says we are that place 
 
In chapter 21 the metaphors are mixed and The New Jerusalem 
is the bride prepared for King Jesus. 
 
The new Jerusalem is the church 
 
That just as the nations could come to Jerusalem back then 
 
And see and hear the truths about God through the temple, the 
furnishings, the sacrifices, the singers and the teaching 
 
So we are that new Jerusalem 
 
That the people of Botany might come along and encounter 
God 
 
Through the words about him and our lives transformed by his 
power. 
 
Lets pray 
 
 
 


